A Recently Acquired Genealogical Source

The accompanying file is a photocopy of a one page handwritten document which has passed down through the Line of John Hall of Dickson County, TN.  It is the primary source of information I have previously attributed to David E.R. Gay, my second cousin, who is a professor at the University of Arkansas.  I obtained this copy from another cousin, Toxey Hall, III, whose father Toxey Watts Hall, deceased, had given a copy to David over 30 years ago.  

The document is arranged in three columns headed, Birth, Marriage, Death. In my transcription of this  document, I have added column and row designations (n red) for reference purposes  The legibility of the photocopy is fair to good in the central parts of the page and decreases toward the margins.

A note at top of the page states that the book was bought in the  “--------- town of Nashville, in year 1815 by one John Hall of Dickson County and the State of Tennessee.
, “John Hall of Dickson County, Tenn, bought this book for ten dollars in Knoxville, Tenn, in 1815.”, and Immediately below this entry and separated from it by a wavy horizontal line, is the statement. “This book I bequeath to my son Joseph J. Hall, to be handed down to other generations of the Hall family it being bought by my father AD 1815 Witness my hand/ (signed) W.W. Hall”  

 1C (Row 1, Column C )   “The death of my father John Hall was in December 1st day 1811”.  This refers to Squire John, indicating that it was entered by the original owner, John Hall (Jr.) of Dickson County, TN.  The entry in C%, “The death of  Diana  Hicks, my sister  was Sixteen October 1797”  also appear to have been written by John Hall, Jr.  Entries 10C and 11C seem to have been entered by Wesley White Hall Sr.

A photocopy of the document was provided to Toxey Watts Hall, by Elizabeth Hall Ricks, aka Mrs. F. C. Ricks. A letter from Mrs. Ricks, dated July 3, 1973, states that she inherited the information along with some old bibles when the Family Estate was settled. Elisabeth Ricks, was the daughter of Dr. Dorsett Wesley Hall, and the granddaughter of Joseph J. Hall.  David Gay subsequently attempted to contact Elizabeth at her last known address, a Meridian, MS P.o. Box, but his letter was returned unopened.

The only references to Elizabeth Ricks Hall are:

1. The above mentioned letter, of which I have a copy

2. The 1920 US Census, Neshoba County, MS Dixon, Beat 4, Dwelling 92, family 95 (T625R888P225B), lists Elizabeth, age 1, with her parents, Dr Dorsett W. & Mary Hall.

While the quality of the scanned image of this document (at least twice copied) is legible in the center column, it becomes challenging or illegible along the right margin.  Illegible entries of particular interest are:

3C  Death and identity of unknown person

4C, Death and identity of Brother of John Hall, Jr.

10C, Age of John Hall, Jr, at death

11C, Death of Susanna White – A possibly unique source.

To economize on file size, I am posting the scanned image in JPG format.

I f anyone believes they can extract the missing information by image enhancement, I will provide on request, a CD with this image scanned to a 10 MB TIFF file of much higher resolution.









Toxey Hall

Transcription

The price of this book was $10.00 --------- town of Nashville, in year 1815 by one John Hall of Dickson County and the State of Tennessee.
-------------------------------------------------------- Wavy line -----------------------------------------------------

This Book I bequeath to my son Joseph J. Hall, to be handed down to other generations of the Hall family it being bought by my father AD 1815  Witness my hand/ (signed) W.W. Hall

	
	
	
	
	

	
	A

Births


	B

Marriages
	C

Deaths

	1
	John Hall Sr was born in the year of our Lord 1771 the 20th day of April
	John Hall and Susanana White was married the 11th of May, 1770
	The death of my father John Hall was in December 1st day 1811

	2
	Susanna White was born the 13th day of May in the year of our Lord 1773.
	John Hall Jr. and Elizabeth Anderson was married November 29 at 1814
	

	3
	Their Children

Joseph W. Hall was born 

29th of July 1793
	Jos. W. Hall & Elizabeth Kitrell was married  Sept 19th 1819 
	The death of -----  

July ?? 180?

	4
	John Hall Was born the 

26th of December 1795
	
	The death of  ??? my brother was in may ?? 1806

	5
	Jesse Hall was born on the 

14 of April 1798
	
	The death of  Diana  Hicks, my sister  was Sixteen October 1797

	6
	Martha Hall was born the 

21 March 1801
	Holloway A. Smith (?) & Martha Hall   January 27, 1820    
	

	7
	Elizabeth M. Hall was born

31 of October 1802
	James B. Patterson & Elizabeth Hall was married  5th March 1820
	

	8
	David Hall was born September 30th 1805
	Jesse Hall and Zillah Adams 

was married January 16th 1821
	

	9
	Joshua Hall was born the 

16 of April 1806
	Joshua Hall and Sara Killen was married the 27 0f October 1825
	

	10
	Berryman and Susan torn out
	David Berryman  & Susanna Hall   not dated
	My father John departed this life November 3rd 1822 aged 51 yrs six months and  ?? days.

	11
	
	Wesley W. Hall  & Matilda B. Ezell was married  Augst 30th 1838
	My Mother Susana departed this life on 26 of June 18??

	12
	
	W.W. Hall & Amanda Eastis was married on 24th Jan 1842
	

	13
	
	W.W. Hall and Maggie E. Hill
	


Transcribed by the undersigned from a photocopy of a handwritten document provided to Toxey Watts Hall, by Elizabeth Hall Ricks, daughter of Dr. Dorsett Wesley Hall, a copy of which was provided to me by Toxey Hall III.  The legibility of this document is fair, except that some information is lost in the margins.


Toxey A. Hall, Sr


Merritt Island, FL


February 23, 2007

